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governed from Nagpore, we may collect minute information
regarding the life of one Ghasi Das, an inspired* prophet, who
sojourned in the wilderness foi* six months, and then issued
forth preaching to the poor and ignorant the creed of the
True Name (Satndm). He gathered about half a million
people together before he died in 1850. He borrowed his doc-
trines from the well known Hindu sect of Satndmis; and
though he denounced Brahmanic abuses he instituted caste
rules of his own, and his successor was murdered, not for
heresy, but because he aped the Brahmanic insignia and privi-
leges, which is of course a very different thing, according to
sacerdotal views, from merely adopting the rules and tenets pre-
scribed by Brahmans. There can be little doubt that this com-
munity, if left alone, will relapse into a modified Bralmianism*
If it be still contended that these movements are really anti-
Brahmanic in their direction and impulse, we have only to point
to the Sikhs,* who began in just the same manner two or three
centuries ago, and whose numbers, after rapidly increasing,
ai*e now beginning to diminish. As the Sikhs rise in the
political and social world, they are less inclined to separate
themselves from the general body of Hindus, though they con-
form to all rituals in the rough elastic fashion of warlike men
who, like Hector of Troy, cannot be hampered by priests and
augurs when there is- work to be done. Other illustrations
might be given from the history of Hindu schisms; and it
might be even affirmed that the only great impulse of religious
improvement which carried its followers fairly beyond
Brahmanic caste and ritual, is Buddhism and its satellite
Jainism. The other sects have merely formed separate castes,
and have otherwise conformed to the general outline of the
Brahmanic system.

Thus, if the word Brahrnanism may be taken as the broad
denomination, of what is recognised by all Hindus as the
supreme theological FacuHy, and the comprehensive scheme
of authoritative tradition to which all minor beliefs ave referred
for sanction and to be placed properly, we raay affirm that this
religion, so frtr from being dead, has increased very considerably
-within times of which we know. It has drawn in and gathered